


COCONADA

• COCANADA THE ADMINISTRATIVE HEAD-
QUARTERS OF THE GODAVARI DISTRICT
OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY, AND THE
CHIEF SEA-PORT ON THE COROMANDEL
COAST NORTH OF MADRAS.

• AREA, 190 SQUARE MILES, CONTAINING 61
TOWNS AND VILLAGES AND 20,394
HOUSES, WITH (1881) 1,01,075
INHABITANTS.

• THE TRADE IS CARRIED ON BY ENGLISH,
FRENCH, AND NATIVE COASTING VESSELS.



THE SALT ABKARI AND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENT

• THE SALT DEPARTMENT, UNDER THE COLLECTOR OF SALT 
REVENUE, MADRAS HAD THREE DIVISIONS- NORTHERN, CENTRAL 
AND SOUTHERN. 

• NORTHERN DIVISION CONSISTED OF COCANADA, NELLORE, 
MASSULIPATTINAM AND CHICACOLE. 

• CENTRAL DIVISION CONSISTED OF CHENGLEPUT, BELLARY, 
ARCOT AND CUDDALORE. 

• SOUTHERN DIVISION CONSISTED OF SUB-DIVISIONS LIKE 
NAGAPATTINAM, TINNAVELLEY, TRICHINAPALLY, AND CALICUT 
(NAMES AS FOUND IN OLD RECORDS HAVE BEEN MENTIONED). 

• BESIDES SALT AND ABKARI REVENUE, THE SALT DEPARTMENT 
ALSO ADMINISTERED ALL THE CUSTOMS OUT PORTS IN THE 
COASTAL AREAS AND LAND CUSTOMS STATIONS.

• PRIOR TO 1889, THE SALT, ABKARI AND CUSTOMS DEPARTMENTS 
WERE TOGETHER. HOWEVER BY THE MADRAS SALT ACT 1889, 
SALT AND ABKARI WERE ORGANISED UNDER THE MADRAS SALT 
DEPARTMENT AND IT FUNCTIONED FROM THE CUSTOM HOUSE 
AT MADRAS. 















SALT  THE SYSTEMS OF 

ADMINISTRATION 

LICENCING - UNDER MODIFIED EXCISE SYSTEM FROM 1885-86

MARKETS -TWO FACTORIES IN THE DISTRICT AT JAGANNAIKPUR &
PENUGUDURU.THE JAGANNILPUR FACTORY USED TO WORK UNDER THE
ORIENTAL SALT COMPANY,WHICH HAS A PATENT PROCESS , TO PURIFY
THE LOCAL PRODUCT SO AS TO ENABLE IT TO COMPLETE THE CALCUTTA
MARKET WITH ‘LIVER POOL’ SALT. WHEN THE STOCK OF BOMBAY SALT IS
SHORT, SALT IS SOMETIMES EXPORTED FROM COCANADA TO BOMBAY
AND CALCUTTA.

SALT FOR YANAM - THE SUPPLY OF SALT TO THE FRENCH SETTLEMENT
OF YANAM IS GOVERNED BY THE RULES WHICH APPLY TO THE OTHER
FRENCH SETTLEMENTS IN THIS PRESIDENCY. UNDER A TREATY OF 1815
(CHAP. XIL.) BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND, MODIFIED BY TWO
SUBSEQUENT SALT CONVENTIONS ENTERED INTO IN 1818 AND 1837
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS OF MADRAS AND THE FRENCH
POSSESSIONS, IT WAS AGREED THAT THE FRENCH, IN CONSIDERATION OF
AN ANNUAL PAYMENT, SHOULD UNDERTAKE TO MANUFACTURE NO SALT
IN THEIR TERRITORIES, THAT THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT SHOULD SUPPLY
THEM WITH SUCH SALT AS THEY REQUIRED ' FOR DOMESTIC USE AND
CONSUMPTION' AT COST PRICE, AND THAT THEY SHOULD RETAIL THIS' AT
NEARLY THE SAME PRICE ' AS IT FETCHES IN ADJOINING BRITISH
TERRITORY.



CONTRABAND SALT- EARTH

SALT-EARTH IS DECLARED TO BE 

CONTRABAND IN THE PITHAPURAM 

AND TUNI DIVISIONS, CERTAIN 

VILLAGES IN THE TOTAPALLI 

ZAMINDARI IN PEDDAPURAM TALUK, 

THE COCANADA AND NAGARAM 

TALUKS, AND THE AMALAPURAM 

TALUK LESS THE DIVISION UNDER 

THE DEPUTY TAHSILDAR OF 

KOTTAPETA. 



ABKARI REVENUE

THE ABKARI REVENUE 

WAS FROM ARRACK, TODDY, 
FOREIGN LIQUOR AND HEMP-DRUGS. 

THE CONTRACT IS HELD BY MESSRS. PARRY & 
CO., MANAGERS OF THE DECCAN SUGAR AND 
ABKARI CO.'S DISTILLERY AT SAMALKOT, WHO 
MAKE THE SPIRIT AT THAT DISTILLERY FROM 

MOLASSES. WHOLESALE VEND DEPOTS ARE 
OPENED BY THE CONTRACTOR AT PLACES FIXED 
BY THE COLLECTOR, AND THE NUMBER OF 
RETAIL SHOPS IS DEFINITELY LIMITED. 



OPIUM AND HEMP-DRUGS

THE SALE OF OPIUM, PREPARATIONS OF THE HEMP PLANT
AND POPPY-HEADS WERE UNDER CONTROLS.

SUPPLIES ARE OBTAINED FROM THE GOVERNMENT
STOREHOUSES. THERE IS AN OPIUM STOREHOUSE AT
RAJAHMUNDRY, THE ONLY ONE IN THE PRESIDENCY
OUTSIDE MADRAS. LICENSES FOR WHOLESALE VEND
DEPOTS ARE ISSUED BY THE COLLECTOR ON PAYMENT OF
FEE.THE AMOUNT OF OPIUM CONSUMED IS VERY LARGE.

IT WAS REPORTED THAT THERE WAS SMUGGLING TO
BURMA (MOST DIFFICULT TO PREVENT) AND IT IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR MUCH OF THIS ABNORMAL
CONSUMPTION FIGURED IN GODAVARI DISTRICT. PARCELS
OF OPIUM SENT BY POST FROM THIS DISTRICT WERE
SEIZED IN RANGOON IN 1902-03 AND PREVIOUS YEARS, AND
THE MANY EMIGRANTS WHO GO TO RANGOON FROM
COCANADA ARE BELIEVED TO SMUGGLE THE DRUG WITH
THEM. THE RANGOON AUTHORITIES HAVE BEEN
PARTICULARLY ON THE ALERT TO DETECT SMUGGLING.



CUSTOMS
LAND-CUSTOMS 

COLLECTED ARE THOSE ON GOODS CHAP. XII. PASSING INTO THE
DISTRICT FROM THE FRENCH SETTLEMENT OF CUSTOMS, YANAM.
THESE ARE LEVIED AT TWO STATIONS (CHOWKIS) ESTABLISHED
AT NILAPALLI AND INJARAM, ON THE EAST AND WEST FRONTIERS
OF THE YANAM SETTLEMENT. THE TARIFF OF RATES IN FORCE IS
THE SAME AS THOSE FOR SEA-BORNE IMPORTS FROM FOREIGN
COUNTRIES. THE ONLY ARTICLES WHICH ARE EVER CHARGED AN
EXPORT DUTY IN THIS PRESIDENCY ARE PADDY AND RICE; AND BY
AN ARRANGEMENT ENTERED INTO MANY YEARS AGO THE EXPORT
OF THESE TO YANAM, IN QUANTITIES SUFFICIENT FOR THE
CONSUMPTION OF ITS INHABITANTS, IS PERMITTED FREE OF DUTY.

SEA- CUSTOMS

THERE IS ONLY ONE PORT IN THE DISTRICT, THAT OF SEA-
CUSTOMS- COCANADA WHERE A REGULAR SEA-CUSTOMS
ETABLISHMENT IS MAINTAINED. CORINGA IS ALSO OPEN TO
FOREIGN TRADE, BUT THE BUSINESS DONE IS VERY SMALL. THE
SEA-CUSTOMS WORK IS SUPERVISED BY THE ORDINARY
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SALT, ABKARI AND CUSTOMS
DEPARTMENT. THE SMALL SUB-PORTS OF UPPADA AND
BENDAMURLANKA ARE OPEN ONLY TO COASTING TRADE.











DEVELOPMENT OF PROVISIONS OF 

CUSTOMS LAW

• THE PRESENT CUSTOMS ACT,1962 OPERATIVE 

W.E.F.01.02.1962  REPEALED SEA CUSTOMS ACT,1878 AND 

SOME OTHER ALLIED ACTs GOVERNING CUSTOMS.

• WHAT WERE THE PROVISIONS IN THAT SEA CUSTOMS 

ACT,1878 AND WHAT WERE MUCH EARLIER TO THAT.





customs





REGULATIONS FOR THE PORT OF COCONADA







RECORDING OF EXPENDITURE BY THE 

DEPARTMENT OF SALT, ABKARI AND 

MISLANEOUS REVENUE











DEVELOPMENT OF 

COMUNICATION AND SYSTEMS FOR 

RECORD MAINTAINACE



























OFFICERS WHO HELD THE CHARGE OF CUSTOM 

HOUSE COCONADA/KAKINADA FROM 1910



OFFICERS WHO HELD THE CHARGE OF CUSTOM HOUSE 

COCONADA/KAKINADA TILL 2002



THE END 
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